INTRODUCTION
Synaesthesia is a condition in which a sensory experience normally associated with one modality occurs when another modality is stimulated (Baron-Cohen and Harrison 1997) . The commonest form of synaesthesia is colour-word synaesthesia, which is subdivided into a chromatic-graphemic type (the dominant letter in a word induces a letter-specific colour experience) and a chromatic-lexical type (each word triggers a specific colour experience) (BaronCohen and Harrison 1997). To date, little is known about the neural mechanisms associated with synaesthesia (Grossenbacher and Lovelace 2001, Paulesu et al., 1995) .
Here, we report the case of R.S. with chromatic-lexical synaesthesia for names of personally familiar people. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first report of such a form of synaesthesia. Functional imaging (fMRI) was used to elucidate the neural basis of this form of chromatic-lexical synaesthesia and the interaction of synaesthetic colour experience with the non-synaesthetic perception of external colour. METHODS R.S., a 20 year-old, right-handed female student, with an IQ of 118 and without neurological or psychiatric illness, underwent neuropsychological testing to exclude dysfunction of the visual system. She scored above average in the Benton Line Orientation Test, Hooper Visual Organization Test, and the Visual Space and Object Perception Testbattery (VOSP). She also performed well on tests of colour vision, neglect and constructive abilities. The genuineness of R.S.'s synaesthesia was tested by recording her colour experiences on two separate occasions without prior warning (re-test interval of 12 months) (BaronCohen et al., 1993) : R.S.'s responses were consistent for 107 of the 116 tested items (92.2%). R.S. associated the non-coloured test-items with 11 different colours (blue, brown, black, gold, green, grey, pink, red, yellow, violet, white) , five of which were further subdivided by different shades. The pattern of her synaesthetic colour experience, which did not depend on either the lettergraphemes or the phonemes of the test items, classified her as a chromaticlexical synaesthete (Baron-Cohen et al., 1993) .
